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LG TQ+Hi tor Month
We've always been here
An idea I often encounter is that it's "fashionable" to be
LGBTQ+. That being transgender is this new thing, or that
more and more young people are bisexual or queer now,
that "we didn't have all this when I was growing up".
A group of Hijra in Bangladesh

In some ways that's true! A lot of what we do have now,history months, pride
networks, pride celebrations, more inclusive media, better legal protection, didn't exist
in many people's lives until relatively recently. It's easy to see how people who have
never had to interact with the LGBTQ+ community might feel like all of a sudden we've
just sprouted up out of the ground and are taking over!
While concepts and language like lesbian, queer, transgender, homosexual, are indeed
a very recent and Western invention, the people are all over the world, and all
throughout time. In every corner of the world today you can find examples of people
who live outside of man-woman relationships, who live outside of being born into a
gender and living out its assigned roles. In many cultures we have unique and specific
language for these people, words like gay and trans may be foreign concepts that
don't apply, but we can still see where there are people living out their sexuality and
gender in ways that are integrated and celebrated by their culture.
In Maori culture, one of the great love stories is the legend of Hinemoa and Tutanekai.
It is an ancient tale still told today in tv and film, and in it we have Tutanekai, the son
of a chief's wife, and his hoa takatapui, Tiki. Hoa takatapui here means "intimate
companion of the same sex", and while it is impossible to say if they were sexually
involved, they are accepted to be close beyond friendship. Takatapui now is used by
Maori people in a number of ways, often used as a way to describe an LGBT Maori
person, but specific to the Maori people and inclusive of culturally specific
relationships and expressions. The word is first recorded by missionaries in 1832, but
is known by Maori people to be much older.

