
  

 

Deprivation of Liberty (DOLs) Flow chart 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Is the patient under continuous supervision and control? 

Yes 

If the patient attempted to 
leave, would they be 

stopped? 

Yes 

No 

Does patient 
lack capacity to 
consent/refuse 
the continuous 
supervision and 

control of 
hospital stay? 

Not a Deprivation of Liberty No 

Yes 

Complete a DOLs and 
contact the 

Safeguarding Team / 
Site Manager 

Yes 

Can Mental Health 
Act be used? 

 If not, no legal 
power to detain. 

No 

Does patient 
consent? 

Is patient in ICU or is the DOLs in order to 
give life sustaining treatment? 

Yes No 

Complete a DOLs and 
contact the 

Safeguarding Team / 
Site Manager 


